
Dear Chairman McCrory, Chairman Sanchez, Ranking Member Berthel, Ranking Member 
McCarty, Vice Chairs, and distinguished members of the committee, 
 
My name is Elisa Dolan and I live in Norwalk. I'm a parent of Molly Dolan, an active 3rd grader 
at Rowayton Elementary school. We've lived in Norwalk since before she was born, first in 
Rowayton and now in West Norwalk.  
 
I’d like to thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of H.B. 5283.  
 
I'm grateful for the wonderful education that my daughter and so many others have received so 
far, yet there is SO much more that we need to do. Norwalk allocates $19,770 per pupil 
spending, while 68% of our students are identified as high needs. Neighboring towns, such as 
Wilton and Darien, allocate over $22,000 per pupil spending and roughly 20% of their student 
population are high needs. These figures show the disproportionality between the number of 
students in need, and the dollars the students receive depending on the school system.  
 
In order to maintain our population of families that support not only our schools but our local 
community in Norwalk, we need our leadership to step up to the plate and fund the school 
system properly! I've had countless friends cross the line to nearby towns, enticed by the 
incredible opportunities that students in these towns have for both educational and 
extracurricular activities within their public school systems.  
 
I fully support funding any and all programs that support our kids' mental health as well. In order 
to do this, we also need to ensure that services are available for all who need them, including 
our teachers and the families of kids in our school. Without a stable parent or guardian in their 
home to support them, how can a young child be expected to succeed in their studies? This 
issue needs to be at the forefront of our planning.  
  
With this knowledge – and the fact that our school district is facing a looming threat of the 
impending federal fiscal cliff due to the loss of ESSER funding –  we know that now more than 
ever, Norwalk and our State can only bridge this financial gap with the influx of additional funds.  
 
We are grateful that this bill recognizes the need to create a more equitable Connecticut, both 
racially and socio-economically, and will take steps to bring us closer to that reality. Though this 
bill alone will not completely close the racial funding gap, it does put our state on the right path 
by beginning the conversation.  
 
I welcome your reply and look forward to hearing how I can continue to support you and our kids 
as you strive to make Norwalk's school system one that gives each and every student the 
opportunity to grow and thrive! 
 
Thank you for your time today and I urge you to support this bill.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Elisa Dolan 
Norwalk CT 06850 
Cell: (203) 524-3222 

 


